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Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority (ACAA) 

  

 

Director General of the Afghan Civil Aviation Authority,  

Based on Afghanistan Civil Aviation Law Article 11, Article 12 regarding the organizing and 

controlling the aviation affairs in the state, being compliant with recommendation of Ministry of 

Public Health, fulfilling state obligations deriving from ICAO legislation and WHO 

recommendation regarding Covid 19 pandemic, with intention to protect the passengers and 

general public proclaims measures to mitigate the spread of Covid 19, the ACAA Director 

General issues: 

 

Afghanistan Civil Aviation authority as part of the national legislation, issues this directive with 

measures to be implemented by afghan civil aviation sector, especially aviation Security Sector 

by all airport operators, air-carriers and other entities engaged in the civil aviation industry. 

  

The following measures will be divided from general measures towards the specific measures 

that will be implemented by security sector during their daily activities.  Measures will be 

implemented as far as practicable taking into account the legal infrastructure, airport layout and 

other factors that may impact on the airport operation. 

  

In regards to general public, passengers, staff that do operate in the Afghan Airports and while 

performing aviation security measures following measures should be implemented such as: 

  

a) maintain physical distancing to the extent possible between security personnel, staff and 

passengers; 

b) wear personal protective equipment (PPE) when available and recommended by public 

health authorities. PPE typically consists of masks (face covering or medical masks), 

goggles, face shield, gloves; 

c) avoid or limit as much as possible direct contact with documents and personal electronic 

items (e.g. boarding passes displayed on smart phones); and 

d) in order to protect colleagues, families and friends after a shift, aviation personnel should: 

i. wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds; 
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ii. clean or decontaminate work equipment, including shoes, avoiding the 

spread of particles/dust; 

iii. take off duty clothes and wash them with laundry soap as soon as 

feasible. Handle, transport and wash them in a way that limits exposure 

to skin, eyes, environment and other clean clothes; 

iv. take a shower or wash exposed skin with soap and water; and 

v. self-monitor for signs of illness. 

  

Regarding the daily airport operations, the following measures needs to be undertaken in order to 

prevent and mitigate the spread of Corona virus: 

  

a) All airport staff are obliged to wear a protective mask all the time while on duty;  

b) All staff are obliged to maintain their personal hygiene;  

c) Members of teams should not mix with other members of other teams performing 

operations in different locations of the airport; 

d) Background check should be performed for those staff that have been release of 

duty for certain period of time, due to the decrease of operation activities; 

e) Screening checkpoint layouts may be modified, if necessary, to accommodate the 

measures such as social distancing between staff and passengers; 

f) Implementation of the security measures such as verification of the Airport ID 

permit should be done by not coming into physical contact with permits and 

verification must be done from physical distance of 1 meter to confirm the validity 

of permit data; 

g) Patrols in public and airside areas should be performed while maintaining the 

minimal physical distancing (1 meter) from members of public or staff; 

h) Background check must continue to be implemented without deviation to the 

system; 

i) Vehicle authorized to enter SRA must be kept at a minimum in order to reduce the 

need for physical inspection. Staff performing the vehicle inspection must wear 

PPE; 

j) Screening equipment must undergo proper maintenance and calibration before 

being brought to operation if inactive for a certain period of time due to pandemic. 
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 While processing the passengers and staff through the security checkpoint, the following 

measures must be implemented:  

  

a) Flow control measures must be taken into consideration to avoid aggregation 

(gathering) of people going and leaving the security checkpoint; 

b) False alarms to be avoided as much as possible by providing the sufficient 

divestment information to staff and passenger; 

c) No contact with staff or passengers hands; 

d) WTMD alarm resolution – PAX causing alarms should be given a chance to further 

divest of any metallic items and pass through the WTMD a second time to ensure 

the reason for the original alarm has been resolved; 

e) Unresolved alarms should be subject to a targeted search covering the area of alarm 

if known (six inches above and six inches below the area); 

f) Bag search – Loaders should attempt to declutter bags at the loader point to 

minimize the number of x-ray screener rejections due to ‘busy’ imagery; 

g) Bag search – where an item has been identified as a concern or is prohibited a 

targeted hand search may be carried out. The item should be removed and the bag 

rescreened to ensure the bag is clear from the original identified threat; 

h) Screening of PAX using ENTD – Remove the requirement to swab PAX hands and 

apply to one area of the person where hand contact would be necessary such as; 

waistbands, zips, buttons, shoe fastenings if worn. ENTD should then be applied to 

two items carried by the PAX such as passport, mobile phone, purses etc. 

i) LAGS – Liquid restrictions on hand sanitizers should be lifted in accordance with 

DG for carriage by air (no more than 2L per PAX due to alcohol content) 

j) PAX must not be requested to remove gloves or masks whilst going through the 

screening process. Should there be a requirement to verify a person’s identity 

against a passport or ID card this can be done following the social distancing 

protocol of 1 meter. 
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If during the HBS – PAX reconciliation – bag search should be carried out in an area where 

social distancing can be applied and area sanitized afterwards. 

 Regarding the aircraft security no provision will be lifted that is already in place due to the 

security situation. Additional information by crew should be given towards passengers if they are 

experiencing or developing any signs of COVID 19 illness. 

All in-flight supplies and catering must be screened before entering SRA  

 In reference to the Recruitment and Training of the security personnel, all the requirements 

under this section are being implemented while complying with social distancing measures, 

reducing the number of participants per class (6 participants) delivering Online training, CBT 

training. No other provision required under this section. 

 

All measures with be implemented with immediate effect from the date of approval by the 

appropriate authority. 

This directive will remain in force until the authority issues a directive annulling the first 

directive. 

 

 
The end 


